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A late scramble for tickets allowed organisers of the wine industry's end of vintage party to breathe a sigh of relief and enjoy the big bash. 

About 1100 people turned up to the Workers of Vintage Unite party at Brancott Estate on Saturday night, the second time such a celebration has been held in Marlborough. 

Held in a large marquee set up with a stage, dance floor, bar and food facilities, the night featured entertainment from Wellington bands The Disco Divas and The Black Seeds. 

Winemaker James Healy was on the organising committee and said slow ticket sales leading up to the event had caused a bit of stress beforehand. 

The event cost more than $100,000 to put on and was funded through a 60:40 sponsorship-to-ticket ratio. Organisers had budgeted for 1000 people to attend. 

"As usual in Marlborough, people left it to the last minute to buy tickets. But in the end we were turning people away. 

"But we were probably more nervous last year when it was the first time we had put on such an event," Mr Healy said. 

The party is put on to bring together various members of the wine industry to celebrate the end of the busy harvest period. 

This year's harvest, however, was completed much earlier than usual which may have contributed to the slow ticket sales initially. 

Mr Healy said a lot of foreign winery crews had left Marlborough since the end of vintage but many had returned for the weekend. 

Organisers next year might consider making the date of the party more flexible, to ensure it coincided with the actual end of vintage

